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of another rebuff from Lothar of Saxony in 1123, when he
tried to exercise the normal function of the monarch by filling
up two vacant margravates on the eastern frontiers of Saxony.
Lothar made his own appointments l and expelled Henry's
nominees, and when summoned before a diet in 1124 he
disdained to appear. Henry did not attempt to punish this
disobedience, as he was more concerned with recovering his
ground in Lorraine. Here he had some success, but he made
the mistake of trying, at the instigation of his father-in-law
Henry I of England, to add to it by conquest from France.
This provoked a remarkable rally of the French nobles to the
side of their king against a German invasion, and Henry had
to beat a hasty retreat. Shortly after this last failure he
died, on May 23,1125. A son of his would doubtless have
succeeded him, but his marriage with Matilda was childless.
On his death-bed he tried to obtain the succession for his
nephew, duke Frederick of Suabia, but Adalbert was still
alive, and his rancour was unabated; as archbishop of
Mayence he naturally played a leading part in the new
election, and he was able to prevent Henry's wishes from being
carried into effect. With Henry's death the Salian house,
which had reigned for exactly a century, came to an end.
SUGGESTIONS FOR READING ON CHAPTER XII
See books suggested in Chapter IX, above.
1 They were both important for the future. Conrad of Wettin, a grand-
son through his mother of Otto of Nordheim, became margrave of Meissen;
the house of Wettin now begins to take a leading position. Albert the Bear,
son of Otto of Ballenstedt who had married one of Magnus Billung's daughters,
became margrave of the East Mark.

